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spirit wanderer
Donna Torres

Oil-on-canvas: 18 x 12 in. [45.7 x 30.5 cm—detail, on cover]

Painting and Photograph: Copyright ©2024, by Donna Torres

My title, spirit wanderer, makes reference to the psychocosmos—the visionary 
realm within which divagate psychoptic snuff-takers—of ancient and modern 
times. This painting focuses-on three different psychoptic snuffs. At upper-left, 
there hangs a photograph, of South América—taken from low Earth-orbit. To 
its right, there hangs my landscape, of San Pedro de Atacama, Chile—where, in 
archaïc times, the shamanic use of Anadenanthera-snuff was a prominent practice. 
Below the landscape hang three botanical paintings [from left to right]: Nicotiana 
tabacum; a panicle of Virola theidora-flowers; and a branch, seed-pod & seeds 
of Anadenanthera colubrina. / The wallpaper here is adorned with Anadenanthera-
flowers. / Upon the table, stand arrayed [from left to right]: a pair of seed-pods 
of Anadenanthera colubrina, beneath which, lie a scattering of seeds. Above these, 
is a snuff-tray; previously, in the collection of el museo arqueológico r.p. 
lepaige, of San Pedro de Atacama. The present whereabouts of this exquisite tray 
are unknown—most probably, it had been stolen! The snuff-tube [to its right], 
thankfully, remains in their collection. three Nicotiana rustica-flowers sit atop 
the snuff-tray. On the upper-edge of the table there reposes a small container 
holding Virola-snuff. To its right, we find a single tobacco-leaf: enwrapped, by 
a green ligature. Below this Atacama-snuff-tube are arrayed three Virola-bark-
pieces. To their right, sits my botanical painting, of Nicotiana rustica. Atop the 
painting rests a shell—such shells were used as snuff-containers, in ancient 
San Pedro de Atacama (and alkali for Taíno Anadenanthera-snuff was made from 
sea-shells). This particular one, I collected, from the home of a Wichi-shaman, in 
NorthWest Argentina. Atop my Nicotiana-painting is another, of Virola-leaves. 
Atop that (from Amazônia), we see a typical snuff-tube—for self-administration. 
At the right-hand-corner of the painting… discretely, there lie two coca-leaves. 


