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Filling the window to the left is a fecund theobroma cacao-tree with two yellow 
fruits ripe for the harvest. / The green wallpaper depicts T. cacao-flowers in a 
brace of forms: budding, and fully opened. / Among the hangings in the upper-
left-corner, we see a detail from the tudela codex—a Mexica [‹Aztec›] codex out 
of the xvi Century, which gives pride-of-place to a cacao-tree. Just beneath this 
hangs a detail from a watercolor-painting by Maria Sybilla Merian, who worked 
documenting in Surinam late in the xviii Century, particularly. endemic plants 
and butterflies. Hanging, above-right, is a detail from the tepantitla-murals of 
Teotihuacan, México—a cacao-tree dominates this scene. / Standing upon the 
shelf directly beneath, are two ceramic figurines. To the left, from the southern 
coast of Guatemala, is a vessel displaying two t. cacao-fruits, depicting a female 
figure, generally taken to be the cacao-‹deïty›, ixcacao. To her right, is a Classic 
Mayan icon from Cotzumahuapa (Esquintia, Guatemala)—depicting an elderly 
man with cacao-fruits growing from his body!… surely, a pioneering case of 
Ott’s chocolate-‹addicts›! / The corner-side-table displays diverse chocolate-
comfits: a half-ingorged box of chocolates; two ‹heart›-shaped ‹St.› Valentine’s 
Day-chocolates; and several, gold-foil enwrapped, chocolate-coins. These 
coins repose beside an ámatl-paper-wrapper for cacao-beans—as cacáhuatl, 
cacao-beans were an international currency! Also upon the table stand two mugs 
(adorned with Anadenanthera-leaves) of drinking-chocolate [1.0 h.u. of Ott 
Chocolate,™ perchance… waiting to be dosed?]. / A cacao-tree with green fruits 
splays-o’er the rear kitchen-window. / On the counter, from left to right, we find a 
type of batidor, a sort of churn for frothing cacáhuatl—using a molinillo, 
or ‹little mill›, the beater situated beside it. To its right, we find a pre-Columbian 
owl-effigy-cacao-vessel dating to the Ecuadorean Jama Coaque-period—which, 
when excavated, still had detectable cacao-residues (one Piptadenia-species in the 
jurema-complex had a cacao-alkaloid, theobromine!). / Floor-tiles have abstract, 
cacao-themed motifs. / The bottom-left of the painting features a basket with gaily 
particolored cacao-fruits. / The bed-linen is adorncd by ololiuhqui /coaxihuitl 
foliar and floral designs. That is another staple of Oaxacan shamanism. This title 
echoes Ott’s chapter-title, philtrum mexicanorum: chocolate as love-drug.


